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Karen’s Quest
To Bring Sunshine to Those on Kidney Dialysis



an open request for help from karen’s quest-lions camp dorset 
My name is Lion Sherry Welsh; and I am a member of the South Brant Lions Club. Currently, I am the District A-2 Chair and Director of Corporate Fundraising for Lions Camp Dorset.  

Lions Camp Dorset has a very special place in my heart.  Eleven years ago I lost my sister to kidney disease.  She, along with her two daughters and husband had the opportunity to experience the freedom, generosity and loving care provided by Lions Camp Dorset as a dialysis family. Those were very memorable times, which she could not truly find the words to describe. 

Lions Camp Dorset is the only camp in Ontario that caters to people and their families where a family member is required to undergo dialysis for kidney disease. For approximately 13 weeks each summer, a full medical staff and dialysis equipment is provided for the families who attend. This allows the families to enjoy a summer activity together that would otherwise not be possible. The family member needing dialysis typically attends their local hospital for dialysis every second or third day, depending on the degree of kidney impairment they suffer. My sister, Karen, and her family thoroughly enjoyed attending the camp for several summers until kidney disease ultimately took her life. 

In addition to funding the summer program, capital expenditures must also be funded. Many Lions, Lioness and Leo clubs make donations of money and labour to the camp, but the need is still great. This year, 20 Dialysis machines needed to be purchased at the cost of $230,000, and a program to renew and improve the cottages is still on-going. We have 3 cottages as of yet to be reconstructed and made handicap friendly. The camp has been in operation for over 30 years and building maintenance is required. 

Recently we were granted $100,000.00 from the Pepsi Refresh Contest for the Dialysis Machine Fund. Along with Karen’s Quest 2010 and numerous Club donations you have made this possible, but we are still in need of approximately $50,000.00 to help maintain these machines for the next 10 years. 

For the past three years, under the banner of “Karen’s Quest”, I have organized very long fund raising walks – approximately 600 kilometres each year. These walks have raised funds for the camp, raised awareness of Organ and Tissue donation, and have also given some local high school students an opportunity to work community service hours. While I am the only walker that does the entire trip, people join the walk for a day or two as they can and help collect pledges in their local community. 

Along the way, walkers pick up appropriate recyclables from the roadside and from local residents who choose to donate them. The proceeds from this effort pay for expenses incurred on the walk such as accommodations and gas for the truck that accompanies us.  

This year, I will be walking throughout all the Districts and speaking at any club who wishes. This trek will be approximately 3000-4000kms. I am asking for your help and support in any way you can. If your club would like us to visit please let me know as soon as possible so I can plan the route. If it is possible to gather your entire Zone together for a breakfast or BBQ that would even be more beneficial for all (by bringing all Lions Families together).

I can be reached at welsh.sherry@gmail.com, or by phone at either 519-909-9780 or 519-446-2408.

I thank you in advance for your participation in helping this excellent cause
How can I help? 
[Please co-ordinate your efforts with us, so that we can inform you of changes.]
· Please let me know if your club is interested in having us speak at your Lions/Lioness or Leo Club as soon as possible 

· Make a donation of money, or beer bottles, wine or liquor bottles to help offset costs obtained from the walk.

· Walk with us and collect pledges, tax receipts are available for donations of $20 and up, pledge forms are available.

· Sponsor a fund-raising event in your community, or have a community BBQ.

· Tell everyone about the walk and what it raises money for.

· Help us obtain media coverage.

· Provide a list of inexpensive motels along our route
– Typically 2 to 4 walkers need accommodations each evening.
· Provide a meal for the walkers or a light lunch along the roadside. 

Our tentative route and schedule at this time is not complete but I do have a rough draft of when we will be in your District.  

March-the first half of April – A-1, A-2, A-15 and heading through District A-9. 

2nd half of April – A-12, A-5 back through A-12 to A-16

The first 2 weeks in May – A-16, A-3 and heading to A-4

The end of May until the beginning of June - A-711 then back to A-2.

For more information please contact me.

E-mail – welsh.sherry@gmail.com

Phone – 519-446-2408

Cell - 519-909-9780 

I cannot thank you enough for past support and your consideration of this request.  I look forward to hearing from you soon.  Attached is a Flyer and sponsorship form. 

YIL

Lion Sherry Welsh 

District A-2 Chair

Director Corporate Fundraiser

Lions Camp Dorset
Lion Sherry Welsh — District A-2
Director - Lions Camp Dorset
519-909-9780   welsh.sherry@gmail.com
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